Greenway and Purgatory Creek Catchments

Greenways Creek enters the Hunter River estuary about 5 or 6 km upstream of Hexham Bridge. The
majority of the creek’s catchment is used for rural pursuits, however there are large areas of bushland
and some significant urban areas.

Woodberry, Beresfield and Thornton all fall within the catchment, which extends south through
bushland to Black Hill. The catchment has an area of 5340 hectares.

Scotch Dairy Creek and Weakley’s Flat Creek are the major tributaries that run into Woodberry
Swamp, which in turn is drained by Greenways Creek. Woodberry Swamp is a large feature at the
bottom of the catchment and is listed as a SEPP 14 wetland.

Land use of the catchment since 1966 is shown in table 15 below.

Table 15: Landuse and Development Since 1966
Land Use 1966 (%) 1975(%) 1993(%) 1998(%)
Bushland 44% 37% 33% 31%
Poultry Sheds 0% 4% 4% 4%
Urban General 2% 7% 10% 12%
Industrial 1% 1% 1% 5%
Grazing & Rural Residential 40% 40% 40% 34%
Cropping 4% 4% 4% 4%
Wetlands 9% 7% 8% 8%

The catchment that existed within Greenways, 4-Mile and Millers Forest catchments had a population
of 28,000 in 1998. The main population centres in the catchment are Thornton, Beresfield and
Woodberry. Large industrial areas are located at Thornton and Weakleys Flat, which is currently being
expanded.

The main agricultural pursuit in the catchment is grazing, however there is also a large chicken
farming operation in the upper catchment.

Two types of flooding occur in the catchment. Flooding from the Hunter River and local catchment
flooding.

The construction of levees along the Hunter River has protected the floodplain areas from nuisance
flooding associated with small, frequent Hunter River floods as well as from tidal surges. The flood
drains constructed in association with the levees also provide a mechanism for drainage of localised
flooding / runoff from the floodplain. The agricultural productivity of the floodplain is, therefore, likely to
have improved significantly as a result of the levees and drainage, however the altered hydrologic
regime is likely to have had a significant effect on natural ecological processes.

Anecdotal evidence suggests that since the 1960’s urbanisation of the catchment and silting of the
flood drains have combined to increase the frequency and extent of inundation of low lying areas
particularly in Woodberry Swamp.

The Newcastle Catchments Management Forum has recently extended its area of interest to cover
Purgatory and Greenways Creek Catchments. Figure 3 indicates the Purgatory and Greenways Creek
Catchments boundaries in relation to the Newcastle LGA boundary. It is envisaged that projects
addressing various issues will be established, as funding becomes available, in collaboration with
Maitland and Cessnock City Councils. The Newcastle Catchment Management Forum is currently
recruiting a local representative from the area to participate in the process.
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